
1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Biographies 
Workshop to be held on 15 June, 2022, via Zoom, 12:00-16:00 CET (Paris time) 

CO-CHAIRS 

Heidi Bandulet 
 As Senior Programs Officer at the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), Heidi Bandulet 
spent the last decade optimizing the programs and policies driving major Canadian 
investments in research infrastructure. She is currently leading the CFI’s Major Science 
Initiatives Fund, and oversees the implementation of a large portfolio of multi-stakeholder 
projects at institutions across Canada including at Ocean Networks Canada, SNOLAB, and 
TRIUMF. She co-chairs the Global Science Forum’s Expert Group on Very Large Research 
Infrastructures. Prior to working in policy and administration, she was a researcher at the 
Canadian Advanced Laser Light Source. She holds a PhD in Physics from École Polytechnique 
in France. 

Willy Benz 
Willy Benz is the founding director of the Swiss National Center for Competences in Research 
“PlanetS” devoted to the study of the formation, evolution, and characterization of planets,  
and principal Investigator of CHEOPS, the first small mission in ESA’s scientific programme 
launched in December 2019. He co-chairs the Global Science Forum’s Expert Group on Very 
Large Research Infrastructures Since 2007, he has been an external scientific member of the 
Max Planck Society in Germany. He served as Director of the Physics Institute of the 
University of Bern from between 2002 and 2015. Willy Benz studied physics in Switzerland 
at the universities of Neuchâtel and Geneva where he was awarded his doctorate in 1984. 
He has served on many committees, nationally and internationally.  Among others, he was a 

member of the Swiss Science Council and has chaired ESA’s Space Science Advisory Committee and the European 
Southern Observatory (ESO) Science and Technical Committee. From 2018 to 2020 he held the position of President 
of Council of ESO. In August 2021, he was elected President-elect of the International Astronomical Union (IAU). 
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SESSION 1: THE EVOLVING MODELS OF GOVERNING AND FINANCING VLRIS 

Patricia Vogel 

Patricia Vogel is currently Strategic Policy Advisor at the Institutes Organisation of the Dutch research 

Council (NWO), with a focus on international research infrastructure policy, and she is a member of the 

Global Science Forum’s Expert Group on very large research infrastructures. In the period 2008 to 2014 

Patricia coordinated preparatory governance studies for the global Square Kilometre Array. Patricia 

represented NWO in this period in the international funding agencies meetings for SKA, and from 2012 to 

2017 also in the Board and in Policy Committees of the SKA Organisation. After, she worked on national 

and European Research Infrastructure policy projects, performed in-depth interviews with RIs managers 

for the EC-funded InRoad project and coordinated NWO’s funding programme for large investments in 

national research infrastructures. In 2021 Patricia was seconded to the Dutch Ministry of Education, 

Science and Culture and represented the ministry in the Councils of CERN and ESO, and returned in January 2022 to her job at 

NWO-I.    Patricia studied Sociology (MSc) at the University of Amsterdam, specialized in Sociology of Organizations.  

Laban Coblentz 

For the past 7 years, Laban Coblentz has been the Head of Communication at ITER, in the 
south of France. He is also the Chairman of Kloke, a U.S. based cybersecurity start-up venture. 
Prior to this, Laban Coblentz held different positions across multiple sectors. At the US Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, he applied mathematical models of probabilistic risk to improve 
safety practices at nuclear power plants. In the US Congress, he led Senator Joe Lieberman’s 
effort to create The E-Government Act of 2002. At the International Atomic Energy Agency 
from 2000 to 2008, he worked with Director General Mohamed ElBaradei on nuclear 
diplomacy in Iraq, Iran, and other political hotspots – while also promoting hi-tech 
improvements to agricultural productivity, medicine, and groundwater management in 
developing countries. From the IAEA, he returned to New York to create new university- and 

community-based models for entrepreneurship, drawing on the Maker Movement and the democratization of 
advanced manufacturing.  

Mitch Malone 

 Mitch Malone was appointed Director of the JOIDES Resolution Science Operator, 
International Ocean Discovery Program at Texas A&M University in 2021. Mitch earned his 
Ph.D. (1995) in Geology from Duke University. Mitch began working for the Ocean Drilling 
Program as a Staff Scientist in 1995, and after transitioning into the Integrated Ocean Drilling 
Program as a Staff Scientist in 2003, he held the positions of Supervisor of Science Support 
(2004–2006), Manager of Science Operations (2006–2011), Acting Director (2008), and 
Assistant Director and Manager of Science Operations (2011–2021). During Mitch’s tenure, 
he has sailed on 10 Ocean Drilling Program and Integrated Ocean Drilling Program JOIDES 
Resolution expeditions. He is on the Graduate Faculty at Texas A&M University in the 

Department of Geology and Geophysics and the Department of Oceanography. 

Allen Weeks 

 

 Allen Weeks is Director General at the Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI), which he joined in 
November 2017. He worked to have ELI established as a European Research Infrastructure 
Consortium. It is the world's most advanced high-power laser infrastructure, with locations in 
the Czech Republic and Hungary. Before joining ELI, Weeks was a senior manager at the 
European Spallation Source ERIC (ESS). There he managed the In-Kind Coordination 
programme. That effort brought together over 50 European institutions to deliver €550M of 
technical scope to construct the leading next generation neutron source. He was also 



3 

 

responsible for managing communication and outreach activities, as well as grants. Weeks began working with 
European and global research infrastructures in 2005, coordinating the FERMI free-electron laser project in Trieste, 
Italy. He has experience in industry, having served as Executive Director at Instrumentation Technologies for business 
development where he worked with RIs around the world. Weeks is American, living and working in Europe 30 years. 

SESSION 2: EVOLUTION OF THE EXPECTED IMPACT OF VLRIS 

Andreas Kaufer 

 Andreas Kaufer currently works on the integration of the ESO Extremely Large Telescope 
(ELT) and the Southern Cherenkov Telescope Array (CTA-S) into the Paranal Observatory. He 
is since 2008 Director of Operations,  responsible for the end-to-end operations of all ESO 
observatories in Chile and the European segment of the ALMA offsite operation, and was  
Director of the La Silla Paranal Observatory between 2006 and 2008. Andreas Kaufer 
received his degree in Physics from Heidelberg University in 1993, and his PhD in Astronomy 
in 1996. As research fellow and assistant of the Heidelberg State Observatory from 1994 to 
1999, he worked in theoretical and observational astronomy in the fields of stellar 
atmospheres of massive stars and in the field of the evolution of galaxies. In 1999 Andreas 
Kaufer became ESO staff member and joined the science operations group in Chile to 

contribute to the startup of the operations of the newly built Very Large Telescope (VLT) at Paranal.  

Jimmy Andersen 

Jimmy Binderup Andersen is Head of Innovation and Industry, and Interim Head of Grants 
and External Relations at European Spallation Source (ESS). In addition, he has a number of 
board and advisory positions in innovative startups and scientific associations. Previously, 
Jimmy established the Danish industry portal Linking Industry to Neutrons and X-Rays 
(LINX), a collaborative innovation platform developed as a feeder for RIs. With an 
engineering degree in electronics and computer science, Jimmy got into project 
management early, working in the space, defence and aviation industries. For the last 2 
decades, he had full P&L responsibilities in a number of strategic leadership roles as CEO for 
innovative high-tech companies working very closely with science. Jimmy is Danish and lives 

in Denmark, but has spent 13 years working in Turkey, Germany and Switzerland 

SESSION 3: DATA MANAGEMENT FOR VLRIS 

Linnea Avallone 
Dr. Avallone is the Chief Officer for Research Facilities at the National Science Foundation, 
where she has oversight of the agency’s major and mid-scale research infrastructure, and she 
is a member of the Global Science Forum’s Expert Group on very large research 
infrastructures. Prior to her current role, she served as the program manager of the Lower 
Atmosphere Observing Facilities in the Division of Atmospheric and Geospace Sciences and 
subsequently as Senior Advisor for Facilities in the Geosciences Directorate. Dr. Avallone has 
also held positions as Acting Deputy Office Head for the Office of Information and Resource 
Management and as Staff Associate in the Office of Integrative Activities. In addition, she was 
an executive secretary to the National Science Board’s Committee on Awards and Facilities. 
Linnea Avallone’s background is that of an atmospheric chemist specializing in the design, 

development and deployment of instrumentation for measuring atmospheric traces gases, especially from airborne 
platforms, such as aircraft and balloons. 
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Jonah Kanner 

Jonah Kanner is the Director of the Gravitational Wave Open Science Center at LIGO 
Laboratory, Caltech.  Jonah completed his Ph.D. at University of Maryland in 2011 and was 
a NASA postdoctoral fellow at Goddard Space Flight Center.  He has worked on a variety of 
topics in gravitational wave astronomy and multi-messenger astrophysics. 

 

 

Corinne Martin 

Originally a spatial ecologist and modeller, Corinne spent 5+ years working at the science-
policy interface in the field of biodiversity and sustainable development, under the aegis of 
UN Environment. In 2018, she joined the coordinating secretariat of ELIXIR, an 
intergovernmental research infrastructure for life science data. There, she leads on, and 
coordinates, organisational monitoring and evaluation, including building the capacity of 
Member countries in evaluating and communicating the public value of their bioinformatics 
resources and the underlying research infrastructure. She also leads on dialogue and 
cooperation with France, Australia and the USA, as well as contributing to the organisation’s 
positioning and visibility with funders, policy-makers and other stakeholders of research 
infrastructures 


